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not insignificant that the "I" in ISTEA stands for intermodal. One of
the implications of this trend is that goods movement in and through
metropolitan areas will likely become an even more important concern
in the planning process.

Transportation and Planning Technology

There has been growing interest in the application of advanced technol-
ogies to transportation systems. The likely impact of these technologies
on travel behavior, patterns, and perhaps even urban form is still
unclear. However, with the funding and policy commitment of ISTEA,
it appears likely that during the next decade decision makers in more
metropolitan areas will examine the possible applications of such tech-
nologies to their transportation systems.

In the area of planning tools, the history of transportation planning
can be illustrative in understanding the likely evolution of the technical
process. The early technical planning process was dominated by cumber-
some, non-user-friendly computer models. As modelers were continually
asked to provide information on more localized, environmentally sensi-
tive issues, it quickly became evident that the models available to the
profession were inadequate. Then the microcomputer revolution oc-
curred. I strongly believe that the advent of microcomputer use in
transportation planning saved the transportation profession from it-
self. The ease of use and relative simplicity of such approaches provided
powerful tools to planners (and nonplanners) for addressing transpor-
tation problems facing communities. The next step in the evolution of
planning will probably be the application of geographic information
systems (GIS). Such systems provide an even more powerful approach
for analyzing the data in a way that decision makers can understand.
The increases in planning funds found in ISTEA will most likely be used
in some metropolitan areas to update the data base and develop more
sophisticated modeling approaches. Many of these developments will
be based on GIS.

MEETING THE CHALLENGE

What impact could ISTEA and CAAA have on states and metropolitan
areas? The best answer to this question is the impact that state, re-